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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL DECEMBER 23, 1987
My name is Ernie Bonner. I reside at 2836 SE Main, Portland. I am a
member of Riverfront for People.
W e a i • < • . - : ; . ; I [ I ' : • • : . T i n j ' !i , ! > • • i i , '' "' '' _;•;•. O f f i c e r a p p r o v i n g t h e
C i t y / S t a t e a p p l i c a t i o n f o r i m p r o v e m e n t s to the 1-5 f r e e w a y . W e a r e
d o i n g s o b e c a u s e w e b e l i e v e ( a l o n g w i t h m a n y o t h e r s in t h e C i t y a n d t h e
r e g i o n ) t h a t t h e r e a r e a l t e r n a t i v e s to t h e p r o p o s e d f r e e w a y
i m p r o v e m e n t s w h i c h b e t t e r s e r v e t h e l o n g t e r m i n t e r e s t s o f the C i t y a n d
i t s p e o p 1 e .
In f a c t , w e w i l l p r e s e n t o n e t o d a y .
W e d o n o t t a k e t h e v i e w t h a t o u r s is t h e o n l y a l t e r n a t i v e . W e d o
b e l i e v e o u r a l t e r n a t i v e is b e t t e r t h a n t h e o n e n o w b e i n g p u r s u e d b y t h e
C i t y ; a n d w e a s k o n l y t h a t the C i t y c o n s i d e r s u c h a n a l t e r n a t i v e b e f o r e
c o m m i t t i n g t h e E a s t B a n k of the W i l l a m e t t e R i v e r t o t h e 1-5 f r e e w a y .
T h i s is o u r l a s t c h a n c e , f o r d e c a d e s to c o m e — m a y b e f o r e v e r , to r i g h t
the w r o n g t h a t p u t t h a t f r e e w a y on t h e E a s t B a n k o f t h e W i l l a m e t t e
R i v e r y e a r s a g o . D o n ' t m a k e t h i s d e c i s i o n in h a s t e . D o n ' t s e t t l e f o r
l e s s t h a n a f u l l p u b l i c d i s p l a y o f a l t e r n a t i v e s . D o n ' t s p e n d m i l l i o n s
o f d o l l a r s s i m p l y p a t c h i n g up w h a t w a s a b a d d e c i s i o n in t h e f i r s t
p1 a c e .
If w>: •  •' i g o i n g t o s p e n d m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s , l e t ' s d o it r i g h t .
R e v e r s e t h e H e a r i n g s O f f i c e r d e c i s i o n a n d l e t ' s g e t o n w i t h a p l a n t o
r e c a p t u r e t h e E a s t B a n k of the W i l l a m e t t e R i v e r . T h a t ' s w h a t t h e
p e o p l e o f P o r t l a n d w a n t . T h a t ' s w h a t t h e C i t y C l u b h a s c a l l e d f o r .
T h a t ' s w h a t t h e P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n e n v i s i o n s .
R i v e r f r o n t f o r P e o p l e p e t i t i o n s y o u t o d e n y t h e c o m p r e h e n s i v e p l a n m a p
a m e n d m e n t , t h e z o n e c h a n g e , the c o n d i t i o n a l u s e a n d t h e g r e e n w a y p e r m i t
b e f o r e y o u , p a r t l y b e c a u s e w e b e l i e v e t h e r e a r e a l t e r n a t i v e s to y o u r
p l a n w h i c h d e s e r v e s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n . L e t m e i n t r o d u c e B o b
B e l c h e r , w h o w i l l p r e s e n t o n e o f t h e s e a l t e r n a t i v e s .
( B o b B e l c h e r p r e s e n t a t i o n )
( E r n i e B o n n e r r e t u r n s to w r a p u p )
T h a n k y o u .
A PROPOSAL BY RIVERFRONT FOR PEOPLE
TO FREE THE EAST BANK OF THE WILLAMETTE RIVER
ERNIE BONNER, REPRESENTING RIVERFRONT FOR PEOPLE, COMMITTEE NO. 2.
THE EAST BANK OF THE WILLAMETTE RIVER—THIS CITY'S GREATEST UNTAPPED
RESOURCE—LIES IMPRISONED BETWEEN THE FREEWAY AND THE RIVER. IF WE
SPEND ANOTHER *150 MILLION ON THE FREEWAY WHERE IT NOW EXISTS, THE
RIVERFRONT WILL REMAIN IMPRISONED—FOR OUR CHILDREN, OUR GRAND CHILDREN
AND OUR GREAT GRAND CHILDREN—IF NOT FOREVER.
WE MUST NOT ACCEPT THE EAST BANK FREEWAY IN ITS PRESENT LOCATION FOR
OUR FUTURE. WE MUST FIND ALTERNATIVES TO THE PRESENT PLAN. WE MUST
FIND WAYS TO FINANCE THESE ALTERNATIVES.
RIVERFRONT FOR PEOPLE IS DEDICATED TO THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE EAST
BANK FREEWAY AWAY FROM THE RIVERFRONT. WE HAVE A PROPOSAL THAT
ACCOMPLISHES THAT. FUJI n Af:(.:i:iMri ) : -\ ] H \ • ' , :
IT'S A BETTER PLAN FOR THE CENTRAL EAST SIDE BUSINESS COMMUNITY:
1. IT GETS PEOPLE IN AND OUT OF THE CENTRAL EAST SIDE WITHOUT
CONFLICT WITH THE MAIN LINE OF THE RAILROAD;
2. IT OFFERS A SIMPLER, MORE UNDERSTANDABLE ACCESS ROUTE INTO
AND OUT OF THE CENTRAL EAST SIDE;
3. IT REMOVES THROUGH TRUCK TRAFFIC FROM UNION AND GRAND;
4. IT OFFERS THE POSSIBILITY OF DEVELOPMENT OF A TRULY FIRST
RATE INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL PARK IN THE CENTRAL EAST
SIDE, USING DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS TO INCREASE DENSITY ON THE
RIVER SIDE OF THE FREEWAY AND ASSURE INDUSTRIAL SANCTUARY
ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE FREEWAY.
IT'S A BETTER PLAN FOR INTERSTATE DRIVERS:
1. IT PROMISES A SAFER TRIP FOR CARS AND TRUCKS;
?. M OFFERS A SIMPLER, STRAIGHTFORWARD FREEWAY ROUTE.
IT'S A BETTER PLAN FOR THE RESIDENTS OF THE CITY BECAUSE IT GETS THE
FREEWAY OFF THE RIVER, FREEING THE EAST BANK FOR ENJOYMENT BY THE
CITIZENRY.
MUCH HAS BEEN SAID ABOUT THE EXPENSE OF OUR PROPOSAL. WE AGREE THAT
THIS REGION CANNOT AFFORD ANOTHER EXPENSIVE FREEWAY. BUT WE DO NOT
BELIEVE THAT THE EXPERTS HAVE LOOKED HARD ENOUGH FOR AN ALTERNATIVE TO
THE PLAN NOW BEING PUT INTO PLACE.
WE ARE NOT ASKING THAT HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS MORE BE SPENT. WE ARE ONLY
ASKING THAT WE ALL RE-THINK OUR PLANS BEFORE WE COMMIT THE FUTURE
GENERATIONS OF THIS CITY TO THAT FREEWAY ON THE RIVER. LET'S SEARCH FOR
WAYS TO KEEP FUTURE OPTIONS OPEN SO THAT PORTLAND CAN STILL HOPE TO GET
THE EAST BANK OF THE WILLAMETTE RIVER OUT OF PRISON.
THIS CITY HAS RECENTLY PASSED SOME IMPORTANT POINTS IN ITS HISTORY.
AND, I THINK, WE HAVE CHOSEN WELL. WE ARE AT ANOTHER IMPORTANT POINT
IN THE HISTORY OF THIS CITY. WE MUST DECIDE NOW TO FREE THE EAST BANK.
IF WE ARE TO BE TRUE TO OUR CHILDREN AND RESPONSIBLE TO OUR FUTURE, WE
MUST TURN FROM THE CITY'S FREEWAY PROPOSAL—SO THAT SOMEDAY (SOON,
MAYBL, RUT CERTAINLY SOMEDAY) WE MAY ENJOY THE EAST BANK OF THE
WILLAMETTE AS MUCH AS WE ENJOY THE WEST BANK.
